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Grapcs Grown in a Designated Area of Southeastern California. and llnported
Tablc: Grapes; Proposcd Cha11ge in Regulatory Period
COM1\mNTS IN oPPOSmON TO PROPOSED CHANGE

Dear Docket Clt!tk;

Compafiffl Ftutcra del Nort~ SA. opposes the above referen~d change in the
effectivCc date afTable Grape Mark~ting Order 925 and the compAnion Table Grape
huport Regulation 4 I.h2il will further restrict tablc grapes supplied from Chile. Compafifa
FI\1tera del Notte S.A. is in the business of exporting Chilean agricultural commodities,
and ships approxima~ely 1.195.493 of fresh lablc grapes to the U.S. during the months of
November through April.

Campania Frutera dcl Norte SA con~ wi~ and incorporntes herein by
reference. tho detailed comments alld supporting data submitted by ASOEx. the Chilean
Exporterg Association. Specifically, Compafiiu. Frutern del Norte S.A. urges the agency
to rejcct the proposed change in the regulatory period becau8~

1.- The ~d Rul~ imposes marketing order standards on Chilean supplies when no
domestic varietic-.s are a\'ailablc, aud thcrefore constitutes a non-tarl£! barrier coDlrary to
the tenDS of WTO Agrccmcnts und the U.S.-Chile Free Tradc AgreeIt1l?nt.

2.- The Proposed Rule assesses inspection fees starting Aprill w~n no domestic.
supplies are being so churged, and thereby \-'iolates Article ill ~d Article vra of. GATT'
1994.
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3.- The chango in the begirtning effectivc date of Marketing Order 925 8.lld Table
Import Regulation 4 from April 20 to April 1 " ~ -
business. Compaflla Frutera del Nom SA. sbips 150.000 of fr~ table grapes to the
U.S. from Aprill to April 20. If the: Proposed Rule should be il.doptod. thc esti:r:na~d
v~lue of the table grapes to be excluded from shipment is US$ 2.250.000.

4.~ The Proposed 'Rul~ doe~ 1'Iot contain any evidence of circumvention by Chilean table
grapes sufficient Lo Warranl Lhc proposed change.

5.- The change ifl date nom April 20 to ApriJ 1 will creatc an artificial shortJige of tablc
grapes since there is no or:h~ comme.fcialiy signifiC<tnt aud reJiable supply from aDY
source othor than Chile.

6.- The Chilcan grapes sutJPlied from April 1 to the earliest coxnmercially signifJ.cant
supplies of grapes from CoQ.ch~l1a Valley in ClI.liforma meet marketing specifications
from retail chrfi11S that aro more strlngC1J.t m some respects than the marketing order
reqtJirero~nts. .

7.~ The. proposed change cannot be validly based OJ! a 20 year~old surveyor cold storage
practi~s.

8.~ The proposed cbange can. not b" justif1~d under the criteria ~stabJished by the AMAA
for a change i;n tb~ begiaJll11g t,ffr,ctlvo date of MarkotiJlg Order .925 or the companion
Tablo Grnpe Import Regulation 4 in view of the: record prices received by Coach~a
Valley growers 111 the last two scason~.

Respectfully submitted,
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